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CLAIMS 

1. An image correction device for use in an image forming system which 
is connectable to a plurality of image readers and a plurality of image formmg 
apparatuses, the image correction device comprising: 

a discriminating device for discriminating an im^gerfeader and an image 
forming apparatus which are connected tojhs-hfiage correction device; 

memory for storingperfection data relating to combinations of the image 
reader and image fpprfung apparatus; and 

dat^'^orrection means for correcting image data output from an image 
readepusing the correction data relating to a specific combination of image reader 
anifl image forming apparatus and for outputting the corrected data to an image 
forming apparatus. 



15 



— The-tmage corriection-device of -claim J-,_whereinjthe plurality of image_ 
forming apparatuses are connected to a single image reader. 




3. The image correction device^of,claim 1, wherein the plurality of image 
readers are connected to a single image forming apparatus. 



4. The image correction device of claim 1, wherein the correction data for 
color printing include'various combinations of gradient correction data, resolution 
data, density correction data and color correction data. 
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5^/ The image correction device of claim 1, wherein the\correction data for 
monoc^Mtieprinting include^^mous combinations of halftone correction data, 
resolution data and density correction-data. 
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^6 — Ihe-tmage correction device of claimrl; wherein the data correction 
means corrects the image data from the image reader based on updated corfection 
data stored in the memory means, and outputs the corrected data-tcTthTimage 
forming apparatus. 



7. The image correction device ofplaim 1, further comprising means for 
requesting regeneration of the correction data to update the correction data stored 

in the memory means when a set time interval has elapsed after the last update of 

/ 

the correction data. / 

/ 



8. The image correction device of claim 1, wherein correction data 
relating to a first combination of image reader and image forming apparatus 
having the most similar characteristics to a second combination of image reader 
and image forming apparatus that does not have correction data stored in the 
memory means are used for correcting the image data. 



9. /The image correction device of claim 1, further comprising means for 
searching / for correction data relating to a first combination of image reader and 
image forming apparatus having the most similar characteristics to a second 
combination of image reader and image forming apparatus that does not have 
correction data stored in the memory means. 



10. The image correction device of claim 1, wherein the device is a data 



1 1. An image foifmirjjg sysJsm-^Tmpnsing: 
a single data ppadSsing'device; 



dc-145066 



16 



Docket No. 325772007400 
Client Ref. F9133/HY 



a plurality of image readers connected to the single data processing_de\ieer 



and 



a plurality of image foij 
processing device, 



5paratuses connected to the single data 



wherein thp^ingle dat^ra©<iessing device handles image correction for the 
plurality ofjfrfage readers and the^plurality of image forming apparatuses. 



12. An image forming system connected to a network of a plurality 
image readers and a plur ality of image forming apparatuses, com prtyinp an image 
correction devicglorhandling image correction for the whole network of the 
plypdity of image readers and the plurality of image forming apparatuses. 



13rThg~image forming system of claimT2pwf 
device is a server. 




oTjection 



14. The hpage forming system of claim 12, wherein the image correction 
device is a controller. 



15. The image forming system of claim 12, whqrein the image correction 
: transmission device. 



16. A storage medium for storing program software ofanjrnage-coffeetien- 
device used in an image forming system connectableToa plurality of image 
readers and a plurality of image fomring apparatuses, wherein the storage medium 
stores a storage programjpduding correction data relating to specific 
combinations oftixe^Murality of image readers and the plurality of image forming 
apparatusgsr^ 
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17. The storage medium for^toftfjg progranrsoftware of claim 16, wherein 
the storage medium further stores A^atiiQorrection control program for correcting 
image data output from an ipiage rqad^r using the correction data relating to a 
specific combination^ofnnage reader and image forming apparatus and 
transmittin^ttecorrected data to an image forming apparatus when image 
tlon is executed. 




18. The storage medium for storing program software of claim 
the data correcti 




erem 



ogram runner includes a program for correcting the 
from the image reader based on updated correction data. 




**T97The storage medium for storing pi ogiam software of claim 16, whergii 
the storage medium further stores a correction data regenerationrequest program 
for requesting the regeneration of the correction data wherfiTset time interval has 
elapsed after the last update of the correction dataT^ 
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20. The storage medium for storing program software of claim 16, wherein 
the storage medium furthei^stores a search control program for searching for 
correction data relating to' a first combination of image reader and image forming 
apparatus having the/most similar characteristics to a second combination of 
image reader and / image forming apparatus which does not have correction data 
stored on the storage medium. 

/ 

/ 

21. An image correction method for use in an image forming system j 
which is connec^ble-to-a"plurality-of image readers and a plurality of image 
formimj.apparatuses, the image correctiorTntethod is used for suppressing 
disunion in the image forming system by using optimums mage-correction 
information corresponding to mechanical differences and changes over time in the 
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jjluni^ apparatuses, th£ 

image correction method comprising the steps of: 

discriminating an image reader and an image formir^g'apparatus which are 
connected to the image correction device; 

storing correction data relating to combiptffions of the image readers and 
image forming apparatuses; and 

correcting image data output frpm an image reader using the correction 
data relating to a specific combination of image reader and image forming 
apparatus and outputting the corrected data to an image forming apparatus. 



22. The image correction method of claim 21, wherein the correcting step 
corrects the image data/from the image reader based on updated correction data 
and outputs the corrected data to the image forming apparatus. 

/ 

/ 

/ 

23. The image correction method of claim 21, further comprising the step 
of requesting regeneration of the correction data to update the correction data 
when a set time interval has elapsed after the last update of the correction data. 



24 /The image correction method of claim 21, wherein the correction data 
relating to a first combination of image reader and image forming apparatus 
having the most similar characteristics to a second combination of image reader 
and image forming apparatus that does not have correction data are used for 
correcting the image data. 



25. The image correction method of claim 21, further comprising the step 
of searchmgTofcorrection dataTelaf fng-to a first combination of image reader and 
image forming apparatus having the most similar charaeteristics-toa-seeond- 
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\q cembmatron ot image reader and image forming apparatus that does not have 

|j C>^)^> con ggtion-daita^ 
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